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Downtown real estate warming to geothermal energy

City Journal reporter Jim Donnelly launches an occassional series investigating

the Core

Jim Dol

twas an innocent-looking sign. but it end-

ed up proving a major headache for a
downtown development aimed at energy-
consctous urban lving,

“It was the geothertnal company that put
it up.” explained Ecocités Cheryl Gladu of
the vellow-and-black ‘frec heat sign posted
along the fence at their “green” condo devel-
opment at Bank and Wilton Streets.

The four-storey fubure structure will
emplay. among ather sustainable features.a
geothermal heating system thal utilizes the
earths natural heat withouwt hurning dossil
{uels. Bul the sign boasting “free heat™ was
recently tahen down.

Tt was a bit decewving” said Gladu.
wdding that thevd had some disagreements
with potential customers over 1ls wmiessage.
“The beat is free. but the mechanical svstem
that extracts the heat isnt free”

But Otlawas Larth Energy Solutions.
who instolled the geothermai svstem and
the sigm. said it just part of their marketing
strategy.

T can understand how thal would be o
bit of a conflict (i customers minds).” said
the company’s marketing divector. an Gib-
son. “But we also use the slogan “We dhill,
vou strike it ricl’ and no one’s going to be
getting gold in their pockets. It's part of our
marketing plan. We use thal all the {ime”

The system will be financed over a 10 vear
period through the huildings conde fees —
$150 per month for smaller units. 3300 lor
mezzanines and $500 for penthouses.

Royal LePage Performace Realty's Lyse
Freehorn. who is pre-selling the develop-
ment. agreed with Gladu. "Lels stav on the
high road and say heat will be delivered in
a responsible. econemical and clean man-
mer and 311 be worked into the condo fee
she said.

Dealing with conllicting messages and
udd financing arrangements are just some
of the challenges facing geothermal devel-
upers, according 1o Bill Eggertson, executive
dircetor of the Earth Energy Society. They're
a lobby group representing the geothermal
indusiry.

Eggerston said in the past. [ow-energy
prices have made green heafing sources a
tough sell.“Bit as energy price<rise, we start
looking absolutely wonderful. Alzo, our sys-
tems can reduce emissions by anywhere
from five to seven tons per household.
depending on whal it is youre actually com-
peting against. Obvionsly the dirtier vour
energy sources. the cleaner we are”

Geothermal heating and conling svstems
take advantage of warmth stored within the
carths crust. and typically are designed
using elosed or open-loop svstems involving
pipes thrust into the earth. which pull ener-
gy upward.

It provides heat in the winter. cool airin the
summer and hot water all vear round. The
main upside, other than its trveurable ecolog-
jeal f(mt])rim, is 2t next-to-zero (1|1er:1m1g_rnsl
once installation costs are paid down.

The budding itself, which will hoast prox-
imity ta the Glebe and hospitable canal
views promises 1o be amasterpicee of green
developmenl desigied by awuard-winaing
local archilect Christopher Simmonds.
Aside from geothermal healing and cooling
it will feadure energy-efficient windows, indi-
vidual wnit ventilation, and non-toxic binld-
ing materials,

While smaller units are sold oul. mezza-
nines start at $255.000 and penthouses at
$465.000 ranging to $640.00¢ for a 1.646
square foot Penthouse EcoCondo.

“You know when yon walk into an apart-
mend building and you walk down the hall-
way and sumieonc’s having fish, and the other
ones having carry. and the other ones having
spaghetti?” said Freeborn. "Thats not the
way it is here. Theres no presaurized hall-
ways. Soif you have any kind of environmen-
fal sensitivity. this protects you from that”

And though the building is almast 70 per
rent sold. Freehorn said it was difficult for
the inexperienced development company o

SELLING GREEN: Real estate agent Lyse Freebom says the geothermal heating and cooling system planned for a
new downtown development wilf defiver heat in a dean, responsible and econemic manner. Fhoto by Daren Brawn

initially obtan financing for the project.
According to Frechorn. thats because
areen buikding techniques are both expen-
sive aned different. Anvehing that isn't slap-it-
up-quick and mahe it quick and diriv is not
whalt peapde o lon, Builders. particularly”
Perhaps the most aotable development
in the Otawa area uiilizing Ihe teclmology
is the Museum of Ceahzation. the Douglas
Cardinaf-designed <tructure in Gatineau

beilt in 1989,

Frocité is a Montréal company started by
Stittsvilles Chyistopher Sweetnam-Hobnes and
Chervl Gladu. The hwo met at Carleton Univer-
sity and. a fow vears later started the business as
asustainable development company.

They ve got one development under their
belts at Point St. Charles in Montreal. and
have ather projects running in B.C, and
Meniréal. oo



